
ORIGINAL 
LEVENTHAL SENTER & LERMAN PLLC 

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED 

BRlANM. MADDEN 
(201) 1166770 

E-MAIL 
BhUDDEN@ISLLAW.COM 

VIA HAND DELIVERY 

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 lTh Street, SW 
Washmgton, DC 20554 

Re: EXPARTE PRESENTATION 
TELEVISION OWNERSHIP RULES 
(MB DOCKET No. 02-277; MM DOCKET Nos. 00-244,01-235, 
01-317) 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

Sarkes Tarzian, Inc. has today sent letters to each of the Commissioners, copies of 
which are attached, with respect to its positions concerning television station duopoly and other 
matters under consideration in the current ownership proceedmg. A copy of these letters has been 
served on Kenneth Ferree and Paul Gallant, as well. 

In hght of the time pressures and the Code Orange security procedures, the letters to 
the Commissioners and Messrs. Ferree and Gallant are also being telecopied to them today. 

I f  any addiuonal information is desired in connection with t h s  matter, please contact 
the undersigned counsel. 

,Very truly yours, 
! :  

HMAl/ r lm 
cc: Kcnncth Ferrcc 

Paul Gallanr 

mailto:BhUDDEN@ISLLAW.COM


RECEIVED 

Ma! 28.2003 

I lic Honorable Kevin .I. Martin 
Coininissinner 
Fedr i a l  Comniuiiications Commission 
4-15 12"' Slreet. sw 
\I a~hingroii .  DC 20554 

Re: E \  P&Hl f~ P K L ~ S E V  4TlOh 

7~1.1 \'ISICIY OWNEKSHIP  R L L E S  
(MB DOCKI.I No. 02-277:  h4M IIOCWETNOS. 00-244: 01-235. 01-317) 

r k i r  ~ 'ominissioner Martin 

This letter is \\,rillen 011 hehall'of Sarkcs Tarzian. Inc ("STI"). which is the licensee of 
[ \ \ < )  radio stations in each o r  Blooinington and Ft. Wayne. Indiana. and of television Stations 
\I'KCB-T\'. Chat~anooga. Tenncssee [Market 85) and KTVN(TV). Reno. Nevada (Market 1 141. 

S T l  belir\ es strongl! lhal the Conimission should adopt the apparent proposal of the 
l.lcilia HuIrau sralf to limit l ~ \ ~ '  duopoly so as to preclude common-ownership in local markets 
a m o n g  net\\ork affiliates o f  AB(-. NBC. CBS and Fox. Despite the dire rhetoric that has 
recei\ ed I-ecent publicit!. ST1 brlie\cs that there are adequate resources a\,ailable 10 these 
nei\\orh-affiliated stations in  hew markets and thal the public interest uould  be disserwd b!, 
a l l (~ i r  ins  nicrgers anicing Ihese affiliaies. parlicularl! in  the sinall-to-midsized markets wilh 
\ \ h c h  Sl~l 1s Fdmiliar. Combina~ions among affliares o f t h e  top four networks would only create 
Ioc:il [re\ e'nur dominance fcii- ccinsoiidalors 1 4  ithout ensurinp countervailing benefits to the public. 
Ii the C'ommission i \  concerned about hrlping the ~ - e l a ~ ~ \ , e l !  small number of ABC. NBC. CBS 
and affiliales that mi_eht he havin_e serious financial djfliculties in  small-to-midsized 
~narhets .  S'l-1 bel iews lhat refinenicnt of the "failing station" exception in the rules to provide a 
ruflicient safct! net is f a  5uptrior to excess i l e  liberalization o f  the rules themselves. 

STI commends the ('oniinis\ion for ackno\\ ledgin? that the biennial reciew of-these rules 
\ \  11 I h lxt  succeed if ihe niedia o\\,nership rules are harmonized comprehensivel). especiall! in  
1 lev o f i h e  aide-range of competitive outlets available in each market. As an imponant element 
(31.1 ) h i >  undciiaking. STf urges that (lie Coinmission conclude (hat shared services agreements. 
.IS!\< and 01he1~ siinilai~ arran:enients between ostensibl? independen1 local television licensees 
h o l d  he rrealed as onned  inleresls for both panies. similar 10 LMAs. The proJiferatjoi1 of these 
agrecmenls in sinaller local marlet, tends to tindermine !he raiionale behind the rules and leads 

di. Idclo coinhinations \ha t  \\auld not be licensed direcll!. Similar]). 10 preserve the jntegrit\, 
I h C  compe]liIlg c j l - cu l l l s l ances  nership rules. lhr C'ommission should limit o11]\, 1 0  [ l ie 

SAPKES TAPZIAN INC ROX ST YL30MlNGiON INDIAN/I 47402 TELEPHONE 812 232 iL' 



The I-lonorable Kevin .I. Mal-rin 
Ma\  28. 2003 

and for only [ h e  bricfesl of durations any waivers of the ownership rules: as has been observed in  
the pest. \kai\'crs that exlend indefinitely or are granted too readily will eviscerate the underlying 
o\inership tules in {he delrinienl of the local market and the public. 

Thank )'ou for !our consideralion o l t h e  foregoing. A copy of this letter is being served 
on the Secretar! ' s  oi'lice and the parties Iisled below. 

Sincerely. 

Senior Vice President. Accounting and Finance 
Sarkes Tarzian. Inc. 

C C  Kenneth Ferrec 
Paul Gallani 


